— net tt. 200. ai. 4 
% 


Preached 


November V. 


1 4 
\| AT 


S, MARGARETS V'efainfer. 


——_—_—_ 


— —— — 


—_— 
— RE hn i.e. mt 


m_ £4.26 —_— Ro ng OD 


by Epwazxp STILLINGELEET, D, D. Chaplain in 
Ordinary to HSMAJESTY,. 


_——__—_— ICED en 
_—__ lid RY Fay pb 


LK NGS Moſt Excellent Ma1esTY> And are to be: 
| fold by Joſeph Wilde in Coftlefireet, 16 7 4. | 


-- _ 
teh. nM. ated —_ 7 a Sa 
” 


_— om OE - 


* F : p OT OTIS 7 
+4 o —_ " 2 1 ed th. c- > 4 5 "_ 
2 hw * _—_ h , ES the ds v J 
: bel P | Y 
x | ; | 
| *1}] 
£ 
, | : 
* | 
bo 
F 
. w ., 
- : 
Y 
I | 
3 ' 
i j 
1 | 
, I 
j | 
: 
| 
. 
1 [| 
4 i 
| ' 
I 
x 
| ' 
i ; 
\ k mh ' 
1 
: i 
&-, nl | 
i 
. | 4 
J 
l [ 


Re-printed at Dublin by BFnjamin Tooke, Printer to the | - 


SISEFISHISIHSIEE 4400008 


St. MAT TH. vii. 15, 16. 


Beware of falſe Prophets,which come to you in Sheeps cloth ing, but inward- 
ly they are ravening Wolves, Te ſhall know them by their Fruits. 


v G2 F wewere to judge of the nature of Chriſtianity by the de- 
1 1 3: figns and praQtices of ſome, who would be thought the ones 

d > ly true and Catholick Chriſtians, we ſhould have no great rea- 
5998 Gn to eſteem it our honour to be called by his Name, who 
firſt brought this Religion into the World, Forif the Chriſtian Kel» 
gron did indeed juſtifie all the fravd and treachery, the miſchief and 
cruelty, which hath been either afed or defigned by men under the glo- 


; rious pretence of advancing the intereſt of the Gatbolick, Church, we 


might better chocſe not to be Chriſtians, than to be ſuch men : Becauſe 


whatever Religion overthrows the common principles and daties of 


humane nature, ſuch as thoſe of cvil Obedience, Integrity and - Humanity 
are, cannot be ſuppoſed a Religion proper or intended by God for man- 
kind 3 whoſe great end in Religion is to improve and reQifie, and not 
todebauch or corrupt the diſpofitions of men. Men need no Religion 
to inſtru them inthe arts of deceiving, the contrivances of malice, or 
the methods of revenge; ſuch fruits as theſe ſpring up tco eafily in 
our corrupt and degenerate natures, which need no great force or 1m- 
provement to bring them forth : But when the warmth of the Sun ſhal! 
be joyned with the fruitfulneſs of the ſoil, when men are encouraged 
to purſue their own natural inclinations by the moſt powerful. motives 
of Religion, what bounds can beſet to the growth andincreaſe of theſc 
accurſed fruits ? Of all Religions in the World , we might have 
thought the Chriſtiag leaſt lyable to be abuſed to ſuch YU] purpoles, far 
it was one of Machiavel's quarrels againſt Chriſtianity, that by its pres 
cepts of meckneſs and patience, it rendied men unfit for ſuch great un- 
dertakings, which could not be accompliſhed without ſomething of 
cruelty and inhuwanity 3 whereas the o!d Religions by the multitude 


of Sacrifices did inure men. to blood and deſtruftion”, and fo made 
them fitter for any enterpriſe. And Machzavel was certainly 1n the _ 


right, if Religion were intended onely to make men Butchers: or 
to inſtraft them in the Uſe of Swords and Gnnpowder. Nay, 
the Religion of Mahoret is in this reſpe&t to be very much pres 
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| ſtroy thoſe of a different Religion but enrolls them for Martyrs that 
dy in theField, and mikes the bloud of enemies as meritorious as 
we do that of the Croſs. But that is reſerved as the peculiar honour 
of the Chriſtian Religion , that it commands the ſubduing all the 
bruitiſh and ſavage inciinations of men to as of revenge and cruelty 3 
that it reſtores humane nature to it ſelf by its precepts of meeknels, 
mercy, peaceablenels , and univerſal charity ; that it advances it to 
a divine nature by the imitation of God Himſelf, in ſhewing kindaels 
to enemies , and oyercoming, evil with good. This is the Religion 


eſtabliſhed by Oar Lord and Saviour in this excellent Sermon on the | 


Mount , wherein the ſcope and deſign of Chriſtianity is delivered with 
the greateſt plainneſs and perſpicuity 3 which ( if it be poffibie for 
us to judge of his meaning by the cleareſt expreſſions ) was far enough 
from being the ſetting up a Monarchy in the Church to which all rhe 
Kings of the Chriſtian world' are by their Baptizm bound to vall 
their Crowns , & lay their Scepters atats feet - or in caſe they do n-t , 
that then. this ſpiritual Monarch may excommunicate, depoſe , and 
deprive Princes of their Government , and diſflolve all the obligati- 
ons between their ſubjefts and them 3 and make it lawfull for them 
to depoſe them: We find not the leat footſtep of any thing tending 


this way , where our Saviour ſpeaks moſt advantageouſly cuncerning 


the honour of his Diſciples 3 which honour he reprefents by things 
which ſet forth their uſefulneſs in common: Te are the ſalt of the earth , 


Math, 5 Ye are the light of the world; and not by ſetting up one above all the 
13, 14-relt , far above all principalities and powers , to whom Kings and Prin- 
ces , and all people are bound to be fubjet, if they regard their 8al- | 


vation, If any ſuch thing as this had been {5 material a part of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, as ſome imagine 3 if it had 'been fo neceſſary to 
ſalvation 3 iris ſomewanat ſtrange ; that when our Bleſſ2d Saviour gave 
{o many directions in order to ſalvation, he ſhould give nat ſo much as 
the leaſt intimation concerning this. And yet he ſaith , at the end of 
his Sermon , Every one that beareth theſe ſayings of 'mme , and doth then , 


Math, 7 like unto « wiſe men that built his Houle upon a Rock, 3 not ſuper banc 
4h petram , i.e. according to the Koman Gloſs, upon the Popes Authori- 


ty , but upon ſuch a firm foundation as will never fail him. And what 


a 


1S1t. which our Saviour endeavours to perſwade men to, in order to 0 


firm a.fettlement of their miads, againſt all their aſſaults. of perſecu 


tions ? viz. to humility , mecknels, goodneſs, univerſal holiceſs, to 


ferred before the Chriſtian , for that makes it not only lawful to de- | 


- [the love of God and mankind, to ſincerity in deyotion , Yependefice 


——————— 


own weltare, to have an eye to them , 


ON Providence , prayer , and doing as we would be done by . this 
is the ſubſtance of the Cbriſtian Lax delivered by the. Scn of God; 
than which nothing can be 1imagined more contrary to the ſpirit of Fa- 
Cticn and diſobedience, of cruelty and revenge, and that covered oyer 
witha pretence of zeal fcr Religion. But he who gave theſe excellent 
p:ecepts, did fcreſee, that there wou'd ariſe wer who ſhould preach and 
propheſie in his Name, and in his Name caſt out Devils, and do wonderful 
works : that yet for all their fair ſhews and pretences tothe world, 
ſhould be of a temper and dilpoſtticen direaly contrary to the Goſpel , 
and therefore it was neceſlary for all Chriſtians, as'they valued their 
leſt they ſhuuld be deceived by 
them : which is the meaning of our Saviour in theſe words 3 Beware of 
falſe prophets which come to you in ſheeps clothing , but inwardly they are 


| ravening wolves3 by their fruits ze ſhall know them, Wherein we have 


theſe two things ci nliderable. | | 

1, The Caution given, Beware of falſe prophets , together with the 
ground of that Caution, For they come to you in ſheeps clothing , but ins 
wardly aye ravening wolves. 

2. The Rule laid down whereby we are to judge of them :. By their 
fruits ye ſhall know them. 

1. The Caution given, Beware of falſe prophets: There were two Mar, 
ſorts of deceivers our Saviour gives his Diſciples particular caution a- 24e 24+ 
gainſt, viz. falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets 5:the falſe Chriſts were thoſe 
who pretended that they were the perſons who were foietold by the 
Prophets that ſhould come for the redemption of his people : for many , * 


| fall come in my Name, ſaying, T atn Chriſt, and ſhall deceive many, Not as 


though they pretended to be ſent by Chrift , but that they would af- 

ſume to themſelves the Dignity and Authority of the true Meſhas 5 and 

of this ſort, there were many that aroſe among the Jews, ſuch as Thexdes, 
Jonaithas, Barchochebas, and many others, But beſides theſe, there were 

falſe prophets, fome of which did openly oppoſe Chriſtianity , ſuch as Ags 
thit Kar Jeſs mentioned in the Ads 5 but there were others who pre- 3 6. 
tended-ro own Chriſtianity, and to propheſte in the Name of Chriſt , **+ 7» 
whom St. Peter calls falſe Teachers 3 and whom St, Pal deſcribes by the a2 


- yer, 
ſame charaGer that our Sav:our here doth : But I know that after my - us 


parting ſhall grievous wolves enter 11 among you, not ſparing the flock : alſo We -- 
_ of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to dran Diſeis 5, 39* 


ples after them :- whom he elſewhere ſets forth by their ſheeps clurhungs 
A 3 when 
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"- Rom... when he lafth, that by 2ood words and fair ſpeeches they decezve the bearts 


"15. 13. 
. 2 Gor. 
JH. 13. 


of the ſimple, whom he calls falſe Apoſiles, deceitful workers, tr ansforming 
5 hor as into the Apoſtles x brit which carried ſo fair a ſkew and a 
pearance among the people, that St. Parl was yery full of jealouſie and 
apprehenſion concerning then, leſt they ſhould by degrees draw away 
his Diſciples from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt. For I am jea- 
low over you, faith he, with godly jealonſte, but I fear leſt by any means as 
the ſerpent beguiled Eve through hzs ſubtilty , ſo your minds ſhould be cor- 
 rupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. It may ſeem ſtrange, that af- 


V 2, Je 


ter the Apoſtles had with ſo much care and diligence planted the Go. 


ſpel of Chriſt in ſeveral Churches, they ſhould expreſs ſo much fear as 
they did, (and eſpecially St; Pax) of their being ſo ſoon corrupted by 
theſe falſe Teachers, as he doth, not onely of the Corinthians , but of 
. the Galatians too. IT marvel ( [aith he) that ye areſo ſoon removed from 


* . hath bewitched you that you ſhould not obey the truth ? and of the Epheſi- 
" ans, That we henceforth be no more children toſſed to and fro, and carried 

about with every wind of doGrine, by the ſleight of men, and cunning craf: 
. tineſs, whereby they ly in wait to deceive : and of the Coleſſians, Beware 


him that called you into the grace of Chriſt, And 0 fooliſh Galatians, who 


| 


8. lit any man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and vain deceit , after the tradi« 
15. tion of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Chriſt. And let 
-1t, 1, 00 1a beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility, and worſhipping | 

——_— of 4rgel: : and of the Hebrews, Be not carried about with diverſe and 


ſtrange doGrines, But we ſhall ſee this great caution, delivered here firſt 
by our Saviqur, and afterwards by his Apoſtles, was no more than ne- 
ceſſary, it we conſider under what pretences they came, and what Arts 


5.Chry/. ple. 
in 1. a4 1; They pretended to the ſame infallible ſpirit which the Apoſtles 


Cor. 51. had, And this may be the reaſon, why our Saviour doth not here call 


Wo: 5 4, them falſe Teachers, but falſe Prophets. For Prophecy in its proper noti- 
Mun4o, 92 doth not relate to future events, but to Divine inſpiraticn. So Saint 
«1. Chryſoſtom ſaith 729% is the ſame with +755, , Prophet, ſaith he, is the 
Piut. de ſame with Gods interpreter : fo the word 76% x5 uſed in Greek Aus 
ef./74. thors, as in the Author of the Book de Mundo, rormnw is rendered by 


Hi.tHs 
in Vit, 
P14, 
Fx oc. 

; 0 


Prophets, which were 0raculorum interpretes; and ſo the Hebrew words 
are taken inthe ſame ſenſe without any relation to foretelling thingsto 
come, *o Moſes 1s laid to be a God to Pharaoh , and Aaron thy Broib:r 


s. 
CRC OT"- 
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and Methods theſe falſe Teachers uſed to delude and ſeduce the peo- 


Apuleine effari ceteris 3 and Feſtus ſaith , that the Latives called thoſe | 


ſhall |, 


| 


Ball be thy prophet - 3. e- thy interpreter. Abraham i called a 


tions were more common before the written Law : but the reaſon why 
the name of Prophecy came to be reſtrained to the prediction of things 


knowledge, the fore-telling of theſe was looked upon as the greateſt 


[evidence of divine inſpiration. But in the New Teſtament propheſy- 
[ing is often taken fos the gift of interpreting the hard 
Old Teſtament, as Themiſtin: calls one that interpreted the hard places T 


places of the 


in Ariftotle, vgvirn aun; thence Propheſying 


ed themſelves into the 4poſiles of Chriſt, giving out that they en joyed 


which deſerve our confideration. | 
7. That nothing 15 more eaſe, than for falſe Teache:s to pretend to 


; _ |an infallible ſpirit 5 ſuch whom our Saviour and his Apoſtles did warn 


men eſpecially againſt, pretended to be Prophets and Apoſtles, and to 
Know the mind of Chriſt better than they who truly had the affiſtance 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Some think the barepretexce to Infalltbility ought 
in ſuch a divided ſiaie of the Chriſtian World to be entertained as the beft 


expedient to end Controverſies, and that Church which doth alone cha ' L 


it, onght on that account to be ſubmitted to; asthovgh the moſt confideur 
pretenders were to be ſooneſt believed : ſo they will be, do what we 


can, by the weakeſt ſort of mankind, but by none who bare and uſe 


their judgments. If bare pretences were ſuffictent, 8imo# Magns did 


[bid the faireſt to be Head of the Church, for he pretended to be God's ID 
Vicar upon earth, or the divine power ſent down from Heaven, which none BY v» 
of the Apoſtles pretended to» Why then did not the Chriſtian Church **": #0: 


ſubmit to 4oxt42# his 2iraeles, when no other Chriſtians pretended to 
fuch an immediate inſpiration as he did ? And certainly Prijca and 
Maximil/s were better Oracles, than a Crucifix was to alate Pope. If 
there be any thing beyond a bare pretence to an iofallible Spirit, we de- 


Pope and 2xakers to diſpute it out, 


”, IEG; cas. 


to come, was becauſe future events lying moſt out of the reach of mens. 


equal priviledges with them : whereby Three things may be obſerved ” 


fre toſee better arguments for it, than the falſe 4poſtles could produce 
for theirs z if there be nothing but a bare pretence, we mult leave the 


\ $, That the pretence to Divine Inipiration is very dangerous to.the 
|Chriſtian Church, For weſee what wiſchief-it did in the Apoſtolical 
: 
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and the ?etriarchs are all called Prophets, in regard that Divine Revela- r 
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15, 
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is reckoned among the vr. 
ſpiritual gifs 5 and fo theſe falſe Prophets were not men who pretends 1. ©:r, 
ed to fore-tell future events, but to the affiſtance of an infallible Spirit 12+ 1G, 


lin giving the ſenſe of Scripture 3 and by this pretence they transforms 


dj 
1. 


CP "4 
times, when there was a true infallible Spirit 1a the Apoſtles of Chriſt ] 
to diſcoyer and confute it 3 yet notwithſtanding all the care and dilt- | 
genec of the Apoſtles many were ſeduced by it, For thoſe who have 
the leaſt ground, do commonly uſe the greateſt confidence, and de- | 
nounce Hell and damnation the ſooneſt to thoſe who deſpiſe and reje& 
them. Which being expreſſed with a grim countenance and a terrible 
accent, ſtartles and ſhakes more perſons of weak judginents and timos- 
roas diſpoſitions, than ail the reafons and arguments they could ever pro- 
duce. This hath always been the method ot decelvers, to pretend to 
the higheſt, and then make the (in of thuſe who do not believe them 
as great as if the thing were real, Thus the rejecting mens Fagatick 
pretences to Revelations and Extaſies ts cryed out upon as blaſpheming 
the Holy Ghoſt 3 and refuſing to believe upon the Roman Churches pre-| 

tended [nfallibility, is called no leſs, than denying God's Veracity, We 
profeſs to believe the true inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt, and every tittle: 
of what God hath revealed : but we will not ſwallow Pretences for 
Evidences, nor Enthugaſms for Revelations. For as the true Religion 
was at firſt founded upon Divine ſofpiration 3 fo we know that che] 
Maim. greateſt corruptians of it have ſprung from che pretence to it. Adais 


c To ſed, pretence of Inſpiration, and immediate Revelations for the Worſhip of thi 
oh Stars, However that be, we are certain the Devi! made uſe of Oracle 
and Enthuſiaſms, as the moſt effeftual means to bring men to the pra 

Ctice of it, both in #gypt, in Greece and many other places; and the) 

who have taken the pains to colle{ them, have reckoned one hundred 

and ſixty ſeveral Oracles that were in requelt 1n the times of Paganiſm 

After Chriſtiunity began to be ſettled in the Worid, the greateſt corrup 

ters of it were the p:etenders to Divine Inſpiration, as the falſe Apo4 

ſtles, the Gzoſticks , the Montariſi:, and many others, And the pre 
tence to this, is ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe it bids high, and 

is eaſily taken up, and requires no learning er wit, but onely confidenc} 

to manape It, and may carry men by impulſes and motions ro the mof 
unwartantable ations, and where it meets with an Fnthuftaſtica 
temper, is very hardly removed, B'S 

3. We may obſerve , that a truly infallible ſpirit is not ſufficient t 

gut 2n end to controverites, For when was that ever more eviden 
than in the holy Apoſtles after the miraculous deſcent of the Hol 

Ghoſt upon them ? Many are apt to ſay now , There will wever be 4 


end of theſe wranglings , and Schiſms, and diſputes in Religion , ti thell 


-- LY 
5 \ 
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de 140l. mowides (ith, that the firſt beginning of Pagan Idolatry, was owing to the | 
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be an infallible Judge 1o put an iſſue to them; But were there not infal- 
lible Judges in the Apcſtlestin.e , that gave infinitely greater evidence 
of an infa]lible ſpirit , than any ever ſince hath dcne ? But were ccn* 
troverfies put to an end by it 2 No certainly , when the Apoſtles come 
plain ſo much of the Schiſms , and diviſions , and errors, and hereſies , 


and diſputes, and quarellings that were among them. And if ſogreat 


an evidence of a divine ſpirit manifeſted by their miracles, had no 
greater effe@t then , what can we 1magine the ſhadow of St, Peter , or 
the dream of infallibility can do in the Koway Church? And give me 
leave to ſay, it isthe Inquiſition and not infallibility, which keep this 
Lo among them, But God deliver us from ſuch. an end of controe 
verlies. 


2. The falſe prophets and Apoſtles pretended to great mortification mg in. 


and ſelf-denyal than the true Apoſtles did, S. Hieromw underſtands 
their coming in Sheeps Clothing , of this pretenee to greater ſeverity and 
rigor of life than others uſed. Thoſe that go about to deceive, muſt 
appear to have ſomething extraordinary this way , to raiſe an admie 
ration of them among thcſle who Judge of Saints more by their looks 
than by their actions, Whereas the greateſt Hypccrites have been al 
ways the greater pretenders this way, Our Blefſcd Saviour was ſo far 
fiom making auy ſhew of this rigour and ſeverity, that he was re- 
poached by the ſcribes and phariſees, thoſe mortified Saints, to be 
4 Winesbibber , a Friend to Publicans and Sinners. Alas! what heaven- 
ly lcoks , and devout geſtures , ard long Prayers, and frequent faſt- 
ings had they moxe than Chriſt or his Diſciples ? The Poor Widows 
were ſo raviſhed with theirlong prayers, that they thought they cou! 

not do better with their Hcuſes or eſtates, than to put them into 
the hands of ſuch mortified men to the world : till they found , nct- 
withſtanding theit Sheeps Clothing , that by their devouring they were 
ravening Wolves. Thoſe that ſeem ſo much to fly from the world, do 
but as Souldiers in a battel ſometimes do, that ſeemto fly from their 
enemies, but only with a deſign to make them follow , that they may 
have the more advantage upcn tzem, One would think no men were 


| ſo afraid of the world, as they that ſeem to run fo faſt from it, but-- 


they lay their Ambuſcad's to entrapit; and if once it gets into their 
hands, no men know better how to be revenged upon it. What pleaſant 
incongruities are theſe 3 to ſee men grow rich by Vows of Poverty , 
retiied from'the world, and yet the moſt unquiet and bufie in it ? more 


tified to the pleaſures of life 4 and yet delighting moſt in following the 
p Courts 


Ccurts of Princes 2 Such kind of n.en were the Phariſees of old : -and 
who would have thought , that under the name of that Jeſwus, who 
{: inzch deteſted and abhorred their Hypocrifie , there ſhald others 
ariſe, who have outdone thew intheir own way ? As though Chriſt 
had ſid , except your righteouſneſs be like the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſces, ye (hall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. But we 


nced not wonder that in theſe latter ages ſuch pretences ſhould be made 


uſe of, fince in the very beginning of the Chriſtian Church , theſe were 


 comm:«n arts: of deceivers: They found fault with the Apoſties, as 


Qt, þ 


; biteg meas faſting * No doubt it may 5 as well as.:call: that ni 
4 


giving tco much liberty to men inthe uſe of marriage and meats 5 bur 


they thought the ſtate of the one was not agreeable to their ſanRity, 
nor the fice uſe of the other conſiſtent with their ſevere and morti- 


fied life, For they did forbid to marry , and commanded to abſtain from 
meets, They would not make uſe of the liberty which God had allows 
cd, but they were ready to take that which he had forbidden : there- 
fore the Apoltle gives the true charaGer of them when he ſaith , 1hey 
{pake (yes in hypocriſy. There was an outward ſhew of ſanftity and 


leverity in their doctrine 5 but no men are obſerved by Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtorians , to have been more eager of what God had forbidden, than- 


they who were ſo ſcrupulous about what God had allowed. We do 
not ſay, the caſe is altogether the ſame , where men are forbidden abſo: 
Intely, as though Marriage where unlawful in it ſelf; which was the caſe 


of the Heieticks, and were it forbidden only to a particular Order of 
as It is in the Church of Kowe ; but this we ſay, that where ie is 


#141 
forb dden to @ particular Order of en, as though it did net become 
the ſanftity of that Order 3 thisis reviving that Hypocrifie which $, Paul 
condemns cf{pecially when It is forbidden cn ſuch an account as Pope 
Siricius did it becauſe they that are is the fleſh cannot pleaſe God 5 which 


18.in effect ſending all married perſons to Hell, This was one part ofthe 


pretended mortification of falſe teachers about marriage , the other 
was about meats. S. Paxl knew no ſuch holineſs in one ſort ef Meat a- 


bove another, as though men could faſt their bellies full of one, but the. 


leaſttaſt-of the other deſtroyed it. What a pleaſant thing'it is to ac-: 
count that faſting, which the mortified Epzcares of old accounted their 


moſt delicious fealting., viz. Filh and Wine ? This is not doing fo much - 
+6: as the Phariſees did , for they appeared unto wen to faſt + but in the 
Church of Rowe .they cannot be faid to do that , unleſs. faſting and - 


eating be the ſame thing. But may not the Church call not eating prohi- 
10 bread, 


forer 


ay ,.* . _—_ 


which 
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'F which we ſee; and taſte, and handle to be bread. However'T cannct 


| 


| avitoining trom Fiſh might have been called faſting 5 and ſothey might 
| have madeaone entire faſt of a whole years eating : and notwi:h- 


| ſome dyed before they could paſs through them. And yet for any to be 


— 4 quires from theins 


underſtand, but if thelr Church had fo pleaſed , the eating Fleſh and 


ſtanding all the pretence of faſting and mortificatioa in that Church , 

I cannot ſee that any man is bound by the Laws of it, to keep cne true 

faſt all the days of his life. But if all the mortification required, 1yes 
only in « diftinFiow of meats , the falle Apoſiles went beyond them in it 5 
for wi utterly forbid ſome ſorts, ſaying, torch not, taſte not , handle <® 
20t, and not meerly to ſhew their obedicace to the commands of the 5+. 
Church, but that they might gratifie the deſires of the fleſh, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle faith, theſe things had on that account a ſhew of wiſdons 
inthem ; being in all probability taken from the ſevere precepts of the 
P3thagorean Philoſophy , which makes him bid them, Beware leit thy 
were ſpoiled through Philoſophy andvain deceit, after the tradition of men, ,, 8, 
and the principles of the world, end not after Chriſt. For if this ſoit 
of mortification were a thing ſo plealing to God , the Heather princi- 

ples were more agreeable to his nature, than the doftrine cf Chrjs 
ſtianity, This only requires the ſubduing our inward lufts, and jo or- 

der tothat , to Keep the body in ſubjection 3 bur in the myſteries of 

the Heathen Religion far greater ſeverities weie to be undergone , 'in 

order to their participlatien of them. And the hardſhips were fo 

great Im ſome of their initiations, eſpecially thuſe of Arthras , that 


Y, 2; 


admitted without them, was preſent death to them. They were to make 
confeſſion of their ſins , ſhave their heads , change there habits, lhe upon 
the bare ground , faſt for ſeveral days , and when they eat , it was to be 
only of ſome certain meats3 theſe and many other ſeveritzes they were 
to go through in order to the purifying their ſouls, as they thoughr 
and bringing them to the ſtate they were in before they came into 
the body. Some parts of theſe hardſhips 'the Pythagoreans took into 
their Philoſophy 3 and from the Coleſſzans began ro be infeted with k 
them : but S. Pexls cals them only vein deceits, the commanduents. and 
doGrines of men, things that made a fair fiew , but be locks ypon them 
as ccrruptions of the doctrine of Chriſt, Yet :fcerwards the Moxtaniſts 
and Excratite and others were much ſtricter and more f:equent. in 
theſe faſits and abſiinence, than the Catholick Ch:1 ii;ms; but the 
Church thought fit to condema them , as corrupters of Chriitianity. 
By all which we ſee, how apt men ate to be deceived by faiſe teachers, 
when they pretend to ſo ant 2 above what Chriſtianity rev 
: 5 
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3. They pretended to know the mind of Chriſt better than the Apo- 
ſtles did: they pretended , that they had converſed familiarly with 
Chriſt upou Karth, and underſtood his meaning better than the Apoſtles 


t. ©Or: did. And therefore their Diſciples in the Church of Corinth , were nei- 


}v L 24 


ther for Paul, nor Apollos, nor Cephas, but they were onely for Chriſt - 
and gave out that from him they underſtood , that what he had ta'd 
concerning the ReſurreFjon, was cnely to be underſtood of the ſtate of 


Regeneration : which Dottrine it feems had gotten great footing in the 


Church of Corinth by their means. They reported, that the Apoſtles un- 
der(tood onely ſome common and ordiaary thiags, but the deeper and 
more hidden myſteries were onely made known to them : which makes 
St. Paul in his Epiſtles to thoſe Churches which they had corrupted , 


the wiſedom of God in a myſtery, even the hidden wiſedom which God ors 


* dained before the world to our glory: having made known unto us the my- 


ſtery of his will ; whereby ye may underſtand my knowledge in the myſtery 
of Chriſt. The true Apoſtles declared, that they kept back nothing of tbe 
counſel of God, but delivered 1t openly and plainly, zo make a! men (ee 
and nnderſtand what that myſtery was : the falſe Apoſtles pretended, that 
the DoGtrine and Writings of the Apoſtles did not contain all the great 
myſteries of the Goſpel , but they were received from Chriſt's own 
mouth, and conveyed to others by a ſecret and Oral tradition. The 
things written by the Evargeliiis they could not deny to be true , but 


they were dark and obſcure, and could not be underſtood but by the | 


help of their 0ral Tradition : and upon this principle, Cerinthws , Paſili- 


Iren I:3. des, Valentin R and Marcion went , as appears by Irenens, For when 


Co 24 


Eph. 4 


they ſaw; they could never make good their Doctrines by the writings 
of the New Teſtament they ſought to blaſt the reputation of theſe, and 
ſet up the Authority of an Oral Tradition above them. Men do not uſe 
to pick quarrels with their Friends 3 and therefore when we find any 
charging the Scripture with obſcurity and imperfe&ion, we have reaſon 
to believe, they hope for no comfort from it. 
4. They made uſe of the moſt ſubtle and crafty methods of decei: 
ving, To this end they were very buſie and active, watching every op- 
. portunity5 therefore 8, Paul charges them with ſleight and cunning craf- 


tineſs, lying in wait to deceive: 7. e, with uſing all the arts and tricks of 


deceivers :. 25 (4. ) By deep diſhimulation and diſguiſing themſelves; not 
appearing at firſt to be what they really are; nor letting them under- 


ſtand; what their true doctrine and defign is, If any of thoſe they hope 
tO| 


, ſpeak fo often of his underſtanding the myſteries of God: Fut we ſpeak, | 


—— 


Att 


to gain, bje any thing againſt them, how do they pity their gno. 


rance, and revile their Teachers, that did ſo foully miſrepreſent their 
Doctrines tothem! Alas for them pcor men , they neither underſtand 
us nor our Religion! © They have taken up things upon truſt, and their 
** prejudice will not ſuffer them to examine things as they are. 
** Haye you not been told thus and thus concerning us, and pot 
one word of it is true? Never truſt ſuch men more, come be 
* perſwaded by us , and then you ſhall be © truly enlightned, 
( 2. ) By raifing prejudices againft their Teachers; as they did in the 
Church of Corinth againſt St. Panl, repreſenting him as a man cf a mean 
contemptible preſence, and rude in ſpeech. © Come, fay they, and hear: 


. TRY ol . ©; £ 4 Cor. 
*© our Preachers, with what admirable Eloquence and moving expreſh-* - * 


IO. Is 


| © ons they ſpeak, how they dart beams of light into mens minds, and, 6, 


* ſtrike through the fouls of mcn ! you would never care for this dull 

* and obſcare way of St, Paut more. But this 1s a ſiwall thing to dif- 
parage onely his g fts 5 © Obſerve ſay they his Dorine, and fee” whi. 

*© ther it tends, is not he againſt thofe thac forbid to marry, and abſtain 
© from meats? Judge now whither theſe looſe DoCtrines Jead men, 

So St. Paul tells us, that they had repreſented him 9s ove that walked af- 

icr the fleſh; and had prevailed ſo far upon the people by theſe ily inſi- 
nuations, as though all he aimed at, was onely for his own advantage, 
viz.that he might be popular, and get himſe}f an intereft among that 
rich people of Corinth, fo that he tells them, he was fain fo Jive apon o« 


2 Cor. 
10.2, 


| ther- Churches to do them ſervice : and he tells us afterwards the falſe, co, 


Apoſeles gave the occaſion fof it . and in the Churches of Galatia they 11. g. 
had turned his greateſt friends to be his enemies3 and he gives this ac« I: 
count of it, they would exclude us, that you might affe# them. (3. ) By 
ſowing Schiſms and diviſions among them. This was their Maſter-piece, OW, 
to beget contentions where they could not prevail themſelves, What 44 , 
joy was it tothem to ſee in the Church of Corinth, ſuch parties and fa- 
ions made among them? ſome for Paul, ſore for Apollos, ſome for 1 Cor. 
Cephas 3 from hence proceed envying, and ſtrife, and diviſions among 1+ 12: 
them 3 and this gave them a fair opportunity of breaking them in pieces _ 
one againſt another, And therefore the Apoſtle ſaw it neceſiary to uſe 7: 4 
the utmoſt meansto cure theſe diviſions among them 3 and elſewhere, 
beſceches the Chriſtians 10 mark, them that canſe diviſions and offences ,; 174 
contrary to the dofrine which ye have learned , and avoid them 3 for they 18, 
that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt but their own belly and by. 


| good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the bearts of the ſimple: i. e, they 


B 2 CaiTY. 


"#*carfYOn their own deſigns and intereſts, by theſe means 3 'and therefore | 
(tndy all the ways to ftoment and increaſe them, © Why ſhould the 
*Diſciples of Peter yield to thoſe of Paxl, and why ſhould not thoſe 

** of ApoPos be regarded as much as either ? And fuch was the unhape 
py ſucceſs of theſe mens arts in this divided Church cf Coriath, that 
notwithſtanding all the care of St. Pazl to put an end to their fations, 
they break out with greater fury afterwards, as appears by the Epiltle 
of Clemens to them + and he takes notice of thoſe who did caſt the 
arrows of contentibn among them : and therefore he makes that the 
chief argument of his Epiſtie, to defeat the defign of the falſe Teachers, 
by perſwading them to peace and unity among themſelves ( 4.) By the 
- moſt plauſible inſinuations. By good words and fair ſpeeches, ſaith St, 
Paul, they deceive the hearts of the ſimple : they might find by their ſofts 
neſs andgentleneſs that they were in $heeps clothing. How meck and | 
humble, and inſinuating are they where they have any hopes of a prey! 
How do the bowels of theſe ravening Wolves yearn towards the ſilly |f 
ſheep, that look onely on their outſides! They would not hurt alimb 
of them for all the World | Nothing but meer 7eal for their good, 
could makethem run ſuch hazards, ane venture ſo much as they do ! | 
What end could they have in following ſuch ſtray ſheep, but to reduce 
them to the true ſheepfold? Thus, if the Folves may be believed\there 
is no danger to the Sheep but from their Shepherds. Let them but for: 
ſake them, and then ſee what admirable love, and peace, and unity they 
would live together in: but the 4poſile welladds to ail this, deceiving | 
the bearts of the ſimple, for none elſe are capable of being thus deceived, 
by all their fair pretences and plaufible 1nſinuations. | 
5. Thefalſe Teachers were for a more pompous and eaſfie way of Re- 
Jigion, than the true Apoſtles were : Theſe were for the parity and ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt, the other were for joyning the Jewiſh Cee | 
7ewonies and the Heathen Cyſioms together with it 5 and by this means | 
they hoped with much more caſe to gain Proſelytes to them z eſpecially | 
when to this they added a greater liberty in mens lives; ſo that by theſe 
offers, they hoped to gain the vain, the ſuperſtitious , and the profaner 
ſort wholly to them, See how St- Paul deſcribes them, having a forns 
of goalineſs, but denying the power of it 5 for of this ſort are they which 
*©* creep into houſes, and lead captive ſilly women laden with ſins, led away with 
divers laſts, Theſe were ſubjets rightly diſpoſed to be deceived by 
them : their folly made them capable, and their luſts very traftable to 
ſuch a formal, pompous, cafte Religion; It was by this indu)gence of | ut 
men 


od 


|willing to be happy, but unwilling to leave their fins. As it falſe Tea- 


men in their ſins, that vile Set of the Grofticks gained fo much grouf _—_ 


10 the begirmings of Chriſtianity, St. Chryſoſtore thinks theſe words %f- 
our Saviour havea particular reſpect to the foregoing words , Strait 35 * 
the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that Mat: 
nd it. Now theſe words coming immediately after ſeem to imply ,7: '4 
that theſe falſe Prophets were for making the Gate wider , and the way 

to Heaven larger than Chrilt hath done, and ſuch need not fear they 
ſhall have many followers, and eſpecially of thoſe who are fartbeſt from 

the Kingdom of Heaven, All the bleſſedneſs our Saviour promiſes, is 

to the humble and contrite, to the meek and righteous , to the merct 

ful, pure and peaceable -. but if others make ealter conditions of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, no wonder if their doGrine be entertained by thoſe who are- - 


\chers ſhould turn-our Saviours Beatitudes into ſuch as theſe : Bleſſed are 

ye, if ye confeſs your ſins to a Priest, and receive the Sacrament of Penance. 

for your ſins are forgives. Bleſſed are ye, if ye vow poverty, and leave the 

world ; for ye ſhall inherit the earth. Bleſſed are Jeg-if ye g0 in Pilgrima-. 

e-, and viſit the ſeven © hurches (| eſpecially in a year of Jubilee , and re: 

ceive the Pope's benediGion ) for ye ſhall be called the children of God. 
Bleſed are ye, if ye do or ſuffer evil for the Catholick Churches ſake 5 for. © 
kreat ſhall be: your reward in Heaven, Bleſſed are they , that howſoever Saccr. 
hey live, dyin St. Francis bir habit , for theirs is the Kingdom of Heas Pav. 
ew, For fo Gregory the ninth ſaith, that St: Francis obtained this privi-S: Fran, 
edge of God, that whoſoever had that havit en could not dy ill : and4P'9: Wt 
t. Francis adds himſelf, That whoſoever loved bis Order in bx beart ;- Wii: 
how great a ſinner ſoever he was , ſhould obtain mercy of God. And are | bl 
ot theſe much eaſier terms of bleſlednefs, than thole our Saviour layes - 
own? Beſides, that which makes the way to Heaven more narrow. is 
hat our Saviour declares, He came not to deftroy the Law , -bat to fulfil it: | oy 
ind adds precepts of his own to it : But do not they maketthe way to - ib? 
Heaven much opener, that teach men to diſflolve both the Law and the [ls 
recepts of Chriſt ?_ For this is the language cf thele falſe Teachers, if Fs 
e bring their doctrine to the manner of our Saviours expreſſions. © Ye. Ml 2 
* have heard, that it hath been ſaid of old , Thou ſbalt worſoip the Lord 
F thy God, and bin onely ſhalt thou ſerve3 but we ſay unto you, that” 
ye are to give worfhip both to Sajats and Angels. Ye have heard, 
that it hath been ſaid by them of old time 3 Thou ſhalt not makg to thy * 
* ſelf any graven Image , nor the likeneſs of any thing, &c. but we ſay 
"unto you, that this Command may be.left out among Ehriſtians. 
"You + 


-. 


"You have heard that it hath been faid of old, Thou ſhalt mot kill :] 
** But we ſay unto you , that to murder Princes , blow up Parliaments, F 


* deſtroy Hereticks is lawfall for' the good of the Catholick Church, |] 
«< You have heard, that it hath been ſaid of old, Thou ſhalt not Commit 


* Adultery : but we fay unto you, that marriage in a Prieſt is wore | 


_- 


*©than fornication, Thus far for the Law3 Now let us ſee the liberty ] 
they take as to the precepts of the Goſpel. Ye have heard that it hath 
< been faid by Chriſt , Drink ye all of this : but we ſay unto you, that 
© notwithſtanding this precept of Chriſt, the Laity mnſt not do it, 
© You have heard, that it hath been ſaid by the Apoſtle, that men ought 
to pray with underſtanding : but we ſay unto you, that men need not' 
© to underſtand what they pray for. Ye have heard that ye have been 
& commanded both by Chriſt and his Apoſtle, to Read the Scriptures < | 


< but we forbid the people to read the Scriptures, and ſay , that more | 


* hurt than good comes by it. Judge now , whether the Charecter 
of falſe teachers do not belong to them, who have found another way, 
nay, a contrary way to Heaven, to that which our Saviour direQed ? 
And ſo much for the caution here given, and the reaſon annexed to it 


Beware of falſe Prophets, for they come to you in Sheeps clothing , but in* 


g- 


wardly they are Ravening Wolves, 1 come now. 


2. To the Rule laid down by our Saviour for the judging of them3 
By their fruits ye ſhall know them. He doth not ſend men to an infallible 


Judge to know the #rue and falſe Teachers from each other , but lays 
 downſuch a R#le as he ſuppoſed might be ſufficient ro dirc& men inf 


their judgment of them. If Chriſt had ever intended to have left ſuch 
a Vicar upon Earth , whole judgement all Chriſtians are bound to fol 
low , he would never have put them to ſuch a need'eſs tryal of mens 
Doctrines by their fruits : the ſhort and plain way had been to have ſaid 
thus, There -will falſe teachers ariſe, but remember that you are to obe 


and follow the Biſhop of Romez and if you will be ſaved, I command 


you, to hold in communion with hizz, This had been the fulleſt and 
cleareſt direction 1n the world; and no doubt,if our {fed Saviour hal 
meant any ſuch thing , ſuch was his caie. of the ſouls of men, thi 
would have been one of the firſt and plainelt. precepts of the Goſpe| 
But ſo dark and obſcure, fo remote and impertinent ate the provl 
brought from Scripture fos the Popes Supremacy, thit I dare ſay , th 


Ariſtotles Politicks do prove it much better than any text in the Bibld- 
aud 'thufe I ſuppoſe have been of ny opinion, who flightly paſliq 


over the paſlages of Scripture, have beea large in proving that J7ond 
« 


MN ws FS an ht ow my 


mw ap 5 


kN, P— =>, on == MF wg wm a 


LE9 
k4 


711141a 


{t anc 
"ar at 
Ws thi 
Goſpel 
prov 
y 5 th 


- Bibid- 
7 palin 
t 17041 | 

4 


chy # the beſt Commurrirt', ard 1 


. give up tkeir rgt.ts to the Pope,' Inthe meantiine we thick it moſt 


krefore cvght to be in the Church. 
Which argumert if it haveany forcefor an Triverſal Menarchy in, the 
Church , 1 fkcu'd nct at allwerider to ſee the farce oy ns zealous to 
pIcmete an Triverſal Aſtrarchyinthe World tco, For if tfe arguirent 
in- the Carer Law be goed, That the Pcee 15 zbcove the Emperorvr, 
becaule Gud created two great Lights, the Eun ard the Moon ; Thope 
the ſawre reaſcy, whichwi.lprove it reccfſary for the Sur to rale the 8 | 
Gay » Wi] equally ho!d , that the Aocw ftonld rule tte night. And 1 27%% 'l 
ſhall eaſily agree , that when it will be thcvght 1eaſcnabce for all the + 01.4.4 || 
L irgs and Fricces inthe werld to ſutmit themſelves to Ore Taiverſal 
Aenarch , it way be then expedient for all particular Churches, to 


convenient to follow cur Savicurs Rules , to judge cf mens pretences , 
hcw greatar.d haughty ſcever, by the freits they preduce. Which Rule 
is not to-be nnderficed concerning the particular ations of wen which 
have no reſpect ro their TcFrines3 for as $, Chryſoſiom obſerves, many 
Heteticks have bcenmen cf excelent lives, and fo cn the ccntrary 
but we are to undeiſtnd it of thoſe fraits which their dcCrines have 
a dire(t influence upen. And therefore this Rule hath a particular reſpect 
to two things by which we a:e to examine the faireſt pictences: viz. nr. 
The deſign they tend to. 2, The means mace uſe cf for the accom- 
pliſhing th's' ccſ'gr, If therefo:e the deſign be quite of ancther na- 
ture from thatct the Goſpel 3 if the means beſuch as are. directly cons 
trary toit, we may frem thence juſtly inſerr , that how plauſible ſoe- 
ver the pretences me, how fine and ſoft ſcever ihe Sheeps Clothing be, 
yet inwardly they are Ravering Wolves. & 
1, I begin the1efore, with the deſign of their Dofrines. Nothivg 18 
more eaſie, than for men to underſtand the deſign of ' Chriſtianity, vis, 
the exerciſe of al} Chriſtian vertues to fit men for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven : for our Saviour declares, That his Kingdom is not of this Worlds Joh18, 
that he came n«t to ireddle with the1ights of Princes, cr to diſpoſe of';;, 
zrowns ard Deminions; all that he aimed at, wasto poſſeſs men with 
a firm belief cf ancther Wor!d, and by the: m.oft pewerful motives to 
perſwade men to Repentance, ard a ſober, righreous, ard a godly life, 
Andif- they did thefe things, what ever troub'es and difficulties they 
met with in this Wcrld, ſhould be aburdant'y recomfenſed in that to - 
come. This is the ma'n ſcope and deſign cf the Chiiſtian Religionzand 
the gre:tart of the falſe Prophets lay in this, that they pretended 
ſti.1 to own Ch: iſtianity, (which was their ſeeeps clothing ) but WESP 
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by ſecret and: pernicious mixtures of their own doctrines to under.n ine 
and pervert the whole deſign of it.. So St. Paul faith of them, nat that 
they di oppoſe, but that they did pervert the. Goſpel of Chriſt. 'I mar- 
! 6: vel, ſaith he) that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him that called you into the 

grace of Chriſt to another Goſpel : which yet is not another , but there be 


— 4 & a 


{orre;;hat trouble you , and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt... Now I 


defire.it may be conſidered, whether any. thing doth more effeCtually 

-xvert the deſign of the Goſpe! , than the ſetting up a Kingdom in 
his. World under the pretence of it, that ſhould be paramount to all. 
Princes and Potentates, and to which they owe ſubjeftion and . obedi- 
ence? Andyet this hath been the open and avowed deſign of the pre- 
vailing Faftion in the Church of Rowe for the laſt ſix hundred years, 
| do not deny but there were ſome tendencies to it. before, and wiſe 


' men might eafily gueſs what it would come to, if the delign came once 
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to be managed by a man of ſpirit and courage, as It. was by Gregory the 
ſeventh, who in a Council at Roxze publiſhed his famous Dictates, viz; 
That there is but one Name in the World, vizs that of the Pope: that it was 
in bis power to depoſe Emperors. and abſolve ſubjes from obedience to their 
Princes, Now the grand celign breaking out, all other things were 
contrived and carried on which were thought necellary to accompliſh 
it : and there being two things needful for the maintenance of ſuch a 
pretended Monaichy , viz. ſufficient numbers of wen, whoſe intereſt 
{ſhould Iye in uphc1ding it 3. and great revenues to ſupport the dignity 
of it : Theſe two were taken care.of with all the art and-induſtry ima- 
ginable; For the firſt, it was neceflary to diſengage them from ail civil 
intereſts, and yet to preſerve their honour and reputation with the peo- 
ple. The former could not be done yhile the Clergy gave hoſtages of 
their fidelity to the civil Government by the intereſt of- their Families 
and' Children, therefore this Pope did molt ſeverely. forbid all Clergy 
mens marrying 53 that as the old Rowan ſouldiers were forbidden mar- 
riage while they received pay, leſt their domeſtick intereſt ſhould abate 
their courage 5 fo the Celibate of the Clergy was ſtriftly enjoyned, to 
make them more uſeful and hearty for this deſign. But leſt the num- 
ber of theſe ſhould not be thought ſufficient, great ſwarms of Monks 
and Friers were encouraged and diſperſed in all Countries, and to make 
them more faithful to this intereſt ( becauſe Princes might oblige parti- 
cular Biſhops who might curb and reſtrain theſe ſpiritual Janizaries ) 
therefore they were exempt from their juriſdiction, and kept in imme- 


diate dependence on the Popes ._ To give yet further encouragement to 


£" 


both | - 


| 


| 


| 


both theſe doftrines of Confeſſzon and Tranſs ubſtantiation were definzd 


| bath Orders, the Dofrine of Eccleſiaſtical Liberty was ſet on. Foot 3 not 
'aliberty from the Law of Moſes,or the power of. ſin, or the' Dominion 
of Satan, which 1s all the liberty the Goſpel ſpeaks' of.z but.an exemp- 
tion from the power of the civil Magiſtrate 3 in ſo much, that the Po- 
pith Caſ#iſts determine, that Rebellion in a Clergy'man is no T! reaſon, be- ; 
cauſe be is not ſubje@ to the civil power . And this doGtrine of liberty 5% 4-3 
is no invention of the 'Jeſnits 3 but it' is determined by the” famons 2” PÞY 
Councils of Coxſtance, Lateran, and Trert, that Lay perſons have wo + Mau = 
riſdiFion over Eccleſiaſtical. But beſides this, the Pope hath other tyes 7; -,_ MI 
upon them 3 every Biſhop 1s at this day ſworn to obey the Pope. at his 11, EG 
Confecrations all the Regular Clergy are nnder a Yow of blind obt: Coyc.- 
dience to their Superiors, who are more immediately influenced by Cot. 
the Court of Rowe. Now ſach an infinite number of perſons bs- Sefj. 19; 
ing made thus ſure to the Papal Intereſt , it muſt be fo ordered, och 
that theſe perſons may preſerve their reputation among the peo-c 5.07 
ple 3 to thisend, they are told, , that they muſt depend wholly upon 70. 
the Prieſthood for matters of faith and ſalvation 3 and it is of mighty Cone. 
concernment to them to have the good will of the Prieſts, for that ap- Trid. 
on their good or bad intention depends the making or marring of their 5 25: 
Sacraments. But that no deſigns might be carried on, . which they 7-5, 
ſhou!d rot underſtand , never was there ſuch an invention te that. HY 
purpoſe as A4uricu/ar Confeſſion : and yet that the people may have x,,, » 
oreater reverence to their Prieſts, they aie told, that they can make c,(;7. 
their God at any time by. pronouncing the Five Words of Conſecratign, Ep. 
And what cannot they do, ( as one of them bravely ſaid): while the: 
have their: God in their hands, and their' Prince on his knees ?: pt 


,2 $ 


by the ſame Pope Tznocent the third , a man cf the ſame ſpirit and un- | 
dertakings with Gregory the 8eventh, And Laſtly., that 'no, ſupplir's. 
ſhould be wanting to ſupport the' Grandeur of the Papal See, belides. 
the pretended Donations and Conceſlions of Princes, all arts imiginz- | 
ble were uſed to drain money out of all Countreys in ſubjeCttion to the 
Pope, and to ewpty zt inte the Popes Treaſury, This very Kingdom of 
ours was a remarkable inſtanceof this, during, its Vailallage under the 
Popes Tyranny. For an account being taken in Henry. the Eighths 
time, It was found, that in the compaſs of {iy years foregoing, no leſs 
a ſim than 160000 [. was carried to Rome up. ti the ſole account of lIn- ;,,.. 
veſiiture of Biſhops, beſides the vaſt ſums that were raifed by Peter- 4, p. 
pence, Diſpenſations and Inavulgences, which were a kind of Contributis r532, 
a on 
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Thus we ſee, how the.deſign was laid 


SA TOs 


Chyrch for 8is, handred years.3 and they produge for it beſides a great 
number of Authors no fewer than ten Conncils, whereof twa are allows 


ed by them to' be general, vis. thoſe of Lyonsand Laterar. But this is 
not all, bat they contend for it not as a probable opinion, but as a thing , 
certain and of faith, and that nat barely at Rome, but even in France, 


For in ths-memyory of many xet alive, aftera hot debate in a General 
Aſſembly of the three Eſtates at Parr, the Popes power of depoſing Prin- 
ces was aſſeated to by all the Nobility and Clergy of that Kingdom. 
Some particular perfuns among them, may and do-oppele it of late 5 
17;, but they are excommunicated at Rome for doing it, and thereby decjared 


A.D. 
1515. 


: 21912 as much as thzy can be, not to be members of their Church, for daring | 
faite de to oppoſe fo) Octhodox and Catholick a [Jottrine 28. the Popes Power 


Li part of depoſing Princes, Nay, Cardinal Perron laith in his eloquent Ora- 
ae la tion tothe Third Eſtate at Paris, who opp>ſed this Daftcine, That an- 
Chan” los it were approved, it followed thit the Church of Rome for many 4ges 


hath been the Kingdom. of Antichriſt, and Synagogue af Satan + and King 
cleſta- JHASOS 5 


tiers E- the third Eſtate, Nebulones ex fxce plebis, a pack of Knaves of the very 


ſtar. ſur dregs of the people. Very obligiog lauguage from the Head of the Church! 


Partick When all that the Commons deſired , was onely to have this Opinion 


du Ser- gn demned, That the Pope hath powor to depoſe Princes, and that killing of 


4 Kings is an at Meritorious to the purchaſe of the Crown of HMartyrdon Fy 


Miſs, buy this by all their inſtances and arguments, they could never obtain3 


O 


7 Fni- but the Nobility and Ciergy overruled them in it. For the Clergy 


a21tifſ. King Temes ſaith, He did not wauder ſe o mach . becauſe thiy look on them: 
Curdi- ſelves as properly ſubjeFs to the Pope , aud TEC ArE are bound ts adv1xce 
nat du that Monarchy to which they belong. 


EL” 44. 


2615, their King; 46:if 162 arm fh1414. give a thruit unto th: h:ad; T ſay, for thi 


James tells us , That the Pope in bis Letter of thanks to the Nobility , for | 
olle dy complying with this bleſſed DoFrine , called the Commons or Deputies of 


But for the Nobility, fath he , the 
Kine right ara, to-prokituter, and ſet a it were to. ſale . the Dignity of 


Nebility| 
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ſtrangeſt Miracles, and rareſt Wonders of the World ? For that once gran- w 


ted, this conſequence is good and neceſſary ;, that in caſe the King once law K; 
fully depoſed, ſhall ſtand upon the defenſive, and bold ont ſor bis right, heh 


may iben be lawfully murtkered, Which conſequence is very well under: face, 


ſtood at, Rorze, and, allowed to be good by the Reman Caſniſrs3 and yet 
the elgquent Cardizalcalls that DoQtrice which makes Piinces indepoſa- 
ble by the Pepe, A breeaer of 8chiſms, a gate that makes way ſor all He- 
reſte to enter 5: and a Dofdrine 10 be held in juch deteſtation, that rather than 


he and his jellow Biſhops mill zield 10 the ſignirg ihereof , they will be con- 


tented like Martyrs to burn at a flake. Bleſſed Martyrs the mean while ! 


and fit to be put in the ſame Calendar with the Gunpowder Traytors , 
who ſuffered, as | ſhall ſhew preſently, on the ſame principle 5 methinks 
they might have choſen a better Gauſe to have dyed'Martyrs for. But 
ſureiy it muſt be az Article of Faith , and a main point of their Religi- 
on, which makes men Martyrs who ſuffer for it. Ard ſuch no doubt, it 
Is acccunted among them 3 when the ſame Cardinal ſaith , That it leads 


ren not ovely to unavoidable Schiſm , but manifeſt Bereſie to deny it 5 and 


that it ebliges wen to.confeſs,, that the Catholick, Church hath for many 


rges periſved from the earth; for he confidentiy avows it , that all parties 
inthe Catholich Church have held it, and the whole French Church till ihe 


time of Calvin that if 1his Do@rine be not true, the Pope is ſo far from 
being Head of the Church, and Vicar of Chriſt, that he is a Heretick and 4n- 
tichrifs , ard all the parts of their Church. are the Limbs of Antichriſt. 
And it they be ſo, we cannot help it ; but think we have great reaſon 
to ſecure our ſelves againſt the infetion of ſuch pernicious principles 
both to. Chriſtianity and the civi] Goyernment, And what can be rore 
oppcſite to the deſign, of Chriſtianity, when that. requires men to obey 


even Infidel and Beathen Governours for Conſcience, ſake. this DoCtrine Row. 
makes jt lawful to depoſe, deſtroy, and murder Chrittian Princes ſor the 13: 5+ 


Pope and the Churches fake ? This isthe firſt thing we are to examine 
falſe Teachers by viz,the deſign of ther NoQrines, _ wr 
2. By the #ears made uſe of to accompiulh this deſign: If things in 
themſelves evil, repugnant to the principies of humane nature, and 
thoſe of civil ſocieties, as well as to the precepts of Chriſtianity, are 
madelawful onely for the carrying on their deſign, we need not go fars 
ther to exarine them 3 for ly theſe ſruits we may know them. There: 


are three things which mainly upho!d civil Societies, Truth, Obedience, 


U3 and-. 


Nebility to, Lold and maintain even in Tarliament iheir Kirg is lyable to des K- 7-1 
poſction by any forreign power or Potemtate , may it not paſs for one of the oY 31 || 


e Prey 
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*nd a care of the good of others; but if men fall not through any ſud- 
din infi:m'ry or {urprize, but openly and avowedly juſtifie the lawful- 


carrying on their delign 3 what could they invent more contrary to the 
l.aws both of God and man ? wherein could they better diſcover theme 
ſclves, notwithſtanding their <heeps clothing, to be meer ravening Wolves? 
1. Falſhood, and that both in their words and dealings. 1. In their words, 


ſ Procecdy their moſt foulemn Anſwers ; as Father Garnett, when the Lords asked 
þ 4:2 him, Whether he bad any conference with Hall ? denyed it upon his Sonl, 
3 Fe and reiterated it with ſuch horrible execrations as wounatd their hearts that 
* beard bim, and immediately upon Hall's confeſjing it, be excuſed himſelf by 
Eudem the benefit of Aquivocation: which being objeQed againſt Garnett after 


b C42 5f hecoth not help himſelf by a mental reſervation. 


1-1 little before his death in the Tower ſubſcribed it with his own hand, That 
: be had not ſeen Garnett in ſixteen years before, when it was evidently pro- 
ved, and Garnett confeſſed they had been together but the Summer before 3 


Trait, &quivocate» Lord! that men going into another World, ſhould think 
thus groſly to impcſe upon God and men. What was ſpeech int ended 
for, if not that others might underſtand our meaning by it? Did eyer 

ll any man tell a lye to bimſelt 2 Truth in words conſiſts in an entire pros 

| ' poſition, and not of one half ſpoken and half concealed ?, and ' if- it be 


10g 5 For any but meer fools may help themſelves in their moſt ſolemn 
proteſtarions , by ſcme ſecret reſerve in their own minds - and ſo this 
principle wa kes way for all the lyes or perjuites 10 the world , if a man 

_ thinks that he is not bound to betray himſe!t or if he jucges his own 
damages will begreater by diſcovering the truth, than the uthers da- 
mage will be by concealing it. 2. Falſhood in dealings: and that noty ith- 

| Randing the molt ſolemn promiſes, nay, the ſafe-conduF#s of Princes. For 
notwithſtanding all their ſhifts and evaſions in this matter, no man that 
regards his ſafety , will ever put his liſe into their hands fer the ſake of 
the Council of © cſiance, Allthat they have to ſay js, that tbe Bm. 
perour did as much as lay in him to do 5 but i1 belonged to the Council to 


what 


ncL, of fa'ſhood, treaſon and cruelty, when they are intended for the 


by aſſerting the lawfulneſs of Aquivocation and wertal reſervetion in 


- Fohan, his Execution, the Roman Jeluite Endemon Johanmes defends him in It, 
Cp. ad and ſaith 71 is lawfu! for a man to ſwear, and take the Sacrament upon it, 
| EP. Jſ- when he knows 1n 15s conſcience, what he ſaith to be abſolutely falſe, | 
And Treſham a | 


47 and all that 'Garrett had toſay for him was, that he ſuppoſed he meant to 


lawful thus to abuſe mankind, it was to no purpoſe ever to forbid ly-. 


proceed upon Hereticks, and the Emperour conld not binder that, And 


| - obey the Pope? They may lawfully 1n their own opinion riſe againſt 
_ him, fight with him, aſlaſſinate and murder him. And which is ve- 
-|.' ry obſervable , all this while they are not bound to believe the Pope 


| Kings and Princes are to be excommunicated and deprived ; 542. 


and Pope Pay! the Fourth was perfeQly of his opinion 3 and declared, ol 
2 Angl.Þe 
They were in a ſlate dawmation that beld them. But fo far ſome of them, , 27, 


Tn 


what 1s this, -but plainly toſay , that Princes areto keep their words 
with Tnfidels and Catholicks , but they have nothing todo to keep their 
words with Hereticks ? And if this be their principle, we mult have 
a Care how far we truſt them. | OR RE ”_ 
2, Treaſop. It is. the honour of our Church of England, that it ef: 
ſerts the Kightsof Princes ſoclearly and fully., without tricks and re- 
lervations 3, and all that mean heneſtly,, love to ſpeak plainly. Bat 
how many caſes have they in the Church of Rowe , wherein men are 
acquitted from their duty from their Princes? It a Icy comes into 
the Popes head, of upoh ſome Pique or jealouſy , he falls to the cen- 
ſures of the Church, and excommunicates a Prince : What acaſe is this 
poor Prince in as to a!lthoſe Subjef&s that think themſelves bound to 


infallible in theſe cenſures 3 ſo that right or wrong, if a Prince chance 
ta fall under the Popes cenſures we fee what a liberty 1s left to all his 
creatures to ruine and deſtroy their Sovereign ?. The frequent 
attempts upon Q. Elizabeth, the murder of Aemry the third of France 
after their excommunications by Pivs the Fifth, and 87xtw the fifth , 
are ſufficient evidences of the danger of Princes in thele caſes. By 
which laſt inſtance, we ſee it is not only the eaſe of Hereſre-.g which 
renders them ebnox'ous to the Popes cenſures; but particular piques and 
quarre]s 5 or if the Pope chance to think a man. urfit to Govern , as 
in the caſe of Chilperic of France3 or if they detain Church-lands 
belonging to” Monaſteries , in which caſe Becanws ſaith expreſly , 
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are kind to Princes to fay, That they ought not to be depoſed, till they are Ki tory 
excommunicated 5 and yetGregory the Seventh before excommunication ot the 
deprived the Emperour Henry the Fourth for the damnable Herefie, , Goun- 
of defending his own rights-. But ſince they are Iyable to theſe hor- mn 2 
horrible cenſures upon ſo many cauſes , we may ſeehow very tick!iſhj «,,” 
and uncertain the doQrine of Obedience muſt be among them , aad that 352. 
mens being guilty of Treaſox-depends upon the Popes pleaſure. And 
- methinks , herein the caſe of Princes deſerves huge!y to be pittyed;, 
that whenno man thinks it lawful to cut another caaffs throat, gr put 
him out of his Houſe and eſtate, becauſg he 1s- excc:nmunicated 5 yet if 
4 -+ 


- 


-nd a care of the good 11:1 Je! not through any ſud- 
den infi; miry or {urprize, bur openly and ayowedly juſtifie the lawful- 


{clves, notwithſtanding their © heeps clothing, to be meer raveving Wolves? 
1. Falſhood, and that both in their words and dealings. 1. In their words, 
by aſlerting the lawfulneſs of | Zquivocation and wental reſervetion in. 
F Procerds their moſt folemn Anſwers ; as Father Garnett, when the Lords asked 
44721 ft him, Whether he bad any conference with Hall ? denyed it upon his Sonl, 
EI and reiterated it with ſuch horrible execrations 4s wonundaed their bearts that 
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FO heard him, and icumediately upon Hall's confeſſing it, be extuſed himſelf by 


5 7 * Iittle before his death in the Tower ſubſcribed it with his own hand, That 
he had not ſeen Garnett in ſixteen years before, when it was evidently pro- 


+ Hh Fd all that'/Garnett had to ſay for him was, thet he ſi uppoſed he meant to 
Trait. equivocate» | Lord! that men going into another World, ſhould think 
thus groſly to impcſe upon God and men. What was ſpeech int ended 
for, if not that others might underſtand our meaning by it? Did eyer 
any.man tell a lye to bimſelt 2 Truth in words conſiſts in an entire pros 
poſition, and not of one half-ſpokev and half concealed ?, and © if-it' be 


iog 5 For any but meer fools may help themſelves in their moſt ſolemn 
proteſtariens , by ſeme ſecret reſerve in their own minds - and ſo this 
principle ma kes way for all the lyes or perjuiles In the world , if a man 

_ thinks that he is not baund to betray himſelf or if he jucges his own 
damages will begreater by diſcoyering the truth, than the others da- 
mage will be by concealing it. 2. F alſhood in dealings: and that notwith- 
;-- Manding the molt ſolemn promiſes, nay, the ſafe-conduts of Princes. For 
notwithſtanding all.their ſhifts and evaſſons in this matter,'no man that 


the Council of © «ſtance. Allthat they have to ſay is, that tbe Bm. 


e, 


nel, of fa'ſhood, treaſon and cruelty, when they are intended for 'the 
carrying on their delign 5 what could they invent more contrary to the 
laws both of God and man ? wherein could they better diſcover theme -|. 


| Euden, the benefit of Zquivocation: which being objeted againſt Garnett after | 
| 7o/an, his Execution, the Komay Jeſuite Endemon Johanmes defends him in if, + 
4 Reſp. ad 3nd ſaith it # lawful for a man to ſwear, and take the Sacrament upon i, - 
E Ep. 3.” when he knows in His conſcience, what he faith to be abſolntely falſe, 5 
\ ©4/%. if hecothnot help himſelf by a mental reſervation, And Treſham a |. 


Procced. ved, and-Garnett confeſſed they had been together but the Summer before 3 


"lawful thus to abuſe mankind, it was to no purpoſe ever to forbid Iy- . 


regards his ſafety , will ever put his life into their hands fer the ſake of | 


perour did as much as lay in him 10 do 3 but 31 belonged to the Council to | 
procecd upon HeretiCks, aud the Experour could not binder that. Ard | 
ns TRE | what Þ 


of others 3 but if men fall not through any td © 


whats this, -but Rug toſay 
| with Tzfidels and'C | 


'| Kings and Princes are 


+ him out of his Houſeand eſtate, becauſp he is. execammunicated 5 yet if 


obey the Pope? They way lawfully in their own opinion riſe againſt 
|. him fight with him, aſſaſſinate and murder;him. And which js ve; 
.1. ry obſervable , all this while they are not bound to believe the Pope 


ta fall under the Popes cenſures we ſee what a liberty is left to. all his 


- which laſt inſtance, we ſee it is not only the eaſe of Hereſieag which 
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; that Princes areto Keep their words 
th Infidel, atholicks , but they have nothing todo to keep their 
"words with Hereticks ? And if this be their principle, we mit have 
a care how far we truſt them. - Pk rr he 
_ 2, Treaſon. It is. the honour of our Church of England, that it ef+ 
lerts the Kights of Princes ſo clearly and fully,, without tricks and re- 
ſervations 3, and all that mean heneſtly,, love to ſpeak plainly. Bat 
how many caſes have they in the Charch of Rowe , wherein men are 
acquitted from their duty from.their Princes? If a Toy comes into 
the Popes head, ot-upoh ſome Pique or jealouſy , he falls to the cen- 
ſures of the Church, and excommunicates a Prince : What a caſe-is this 
poor Prince, in as to allthoſe Subje&s thar think themſelves bound 16 
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infalliblein theſe cenſures 3 ſo that right or wrong, if a Prince chance 


creatures to ruine and deſtroy their. Sovereign ?. The frequent 
attempts upon Q. Elizabeth, the murder of Aepry the third of France 
after their excommunications by Pizs the Fifth, and 8ixtes.the fifth, 
are ſufficient evidences of the danger of Princes in theſe caſes. 'By 


renders them ebnox'ous to the Popes cenſures; but particular piques and 
quarreis 3 or if the Pope chance to think a man, urfit to Govern, as 
in the caſe of Chilperic of Frances or if they detain Church-lands 
belonging to” Monaſteries , in which caſe Becanm faith expreſly, =} 
to be excommunicated and deprived ; b*c4n.' Þ 
and Pope Panl the Fourth was perfeftly of his opinion 3 and declared, Pad 0 
"9 fe Po 
They were in a ſlate damnation that beld them. But fo far fome of them, ; 274 
are kind to Princes to fay, That they ought not to be depoſed, 1ill they aretiiory F 
excommunicated.3 and yetGregory the Seventh before excommunication of the 
deprived the Emperour Henry the Fourth for the damnable Hereſie; , C91 
of defending his own rights-. But finc& they are lyable to theſe hor- they 
| horrible cenſures upon ſo many cauſes , we may ſeehow very tickliſhj «,,;" 
and uncertain the dofrine.gf Obedience muſt be among them , aad that 32. 
mens being guilty of Treaſox-depends upon the Popes pleaſure. And 
-methinks , herein the caſe of Princes deſerves hugely to be :pittyed:, 
that whenno man thinks it lawful to cut another maffs throat, gr put 
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3. Crzelty. And by this they fu'ly diſcover themſelves to be ravering 
wolves : when they have loſt al the tendernels, and love, and good na- 


tureofmen or Chriſtians when no deſign can be ſo horrible or bloody, 
ſo milchievous and treacherous, ſo baſe and cruel , but perſons will be 


found to undertake it, and that under a pretence of Cor/cicace and Re- 
ligion. | need not here tell the lung and dreadful ſtories of the Romare 


Inquiſition, the numbers of thoſe in other Countrics who! have been | 


butchered on the accuunt of Reljzion, but the FaF, I mean the Conſpis 


racy, ( for God be thanked it went oor farther ) waich we bleſls Gd 
for the diſcovery and defeating of this day, doth abundaatly maaifc(t . 


the fruits of thoſe doftiines, which they. had fucked 1: from the &9- 
#an Church. If onely a few deſperate peifons upon peiſonal proves 
cations -had been engaged 3n ſo villainous a dz{i;zo, we ſhould have had 
never the icſs reaſon to thank God for our deliverance 3 but (lace it 


doth appear, that thoſe perſons wiv undeitook it , pretended nothing | 
in it but Corſtien;e and Religion, w2 have nat onely reafoa to ablvur the |] 


undertaking, but the principles which animated them to it, 


[ know very well what Sheeps clo; hing hath been Cf late calt over the | 
molt barbarous cruelty of theſe ravenirg waves 3 and men by their ime 
Apology pudence would enceavour to Lear us down, that it was one'y a projed of | 
arawn in by the ſubtilty of a crafty Stateſman in | 
Ut it ought not in juſtice or honour to be imputed to the 


jour Li- move them to it« 
2. That ail the mct.ves they had to it were from the principles of 


their Region. 


In It. 


cr. That the perſons engaged 'n it had no peiſonal provc ceticns:| 
What injury had Catesby, or Percy, or Treſham, or Digby, recei\cd firm 
the King or Pariiament, to {tir them up above thouſuds of (ike1s to 
theng 
E(tate 


bethe great manogers cf ſo hciliſh a Plot 2 Did nct they en'cy 


'@ Prince fails under excammunicarioo, he loſes prefently hls right to the || 
, Jad h's Subjetts may take ayay.Cro\vn, liber ty, and life frem F 


Pf pk principles of their Religion. Theiefoie to :ay open before you the jult 
{wer, p. and true circumſtances of th's hcrrid'e Conſpiracy, 1 ſhall proceed upon | 
203, theſe Three particulars. - 

Advocate 1; That the perſons eogaged in it had no perſonal provocaticns 'to | 


2. That theChurch of Rowe hati never: ſince deteſted the principles | 
upon which they aQed 5 or ſct any mark' of infamy' on the Actors 
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9 fEſtates and places; and one of cheitgr: Conre:iov ? Why ſhould theſe 1% | 
<m Jren venture Lives, Eſtstes, Honours; Families, and all that was dearto MF |! 
ihcm 2 Where their Eſtatesconfiſcated before 3 and themſelves every - 1.180 
hour in danger cf having their throats cut? This might make men of 
high ſpirits grow deſperate. Buc not theleaſt tittle of all this was pres 
tended, .by the mcit enraged of -them'. nothing but Zeal for Religion ky 
ind the Cathelick Cauſe, was ever pleaded by them. To which pur-,_, 14 
poſe theſe are remarkable wor!s of 'King James in his Speech in Parlia- king | 4 
| | io: - | oh PoE : ane $ of 
1.1# ment upon the diſcovery. For if theſe Conſpirators, ſaith he, had onely o orks 4 84 
EU |beex baykruph perſons, or diſcontented upon occaſion of any diſgraces done y, «01, *)| M8? 
[pi* |them, this, might have ſeemed to have beenbut a work of revenge. But for —, JW 
CU |my ownpart, as T ſcarcely ever kniw any of them, ſo cannot they alledge ſo 
felt .|mnch as a pretended cauſe of grief, and the wretch himſelf in hands doth 
Ko- | confeſs, that there wes no canſe moving him or them, but meerly and onely 
VO" [Religion. And the King himſelf -again avowed tt to the whole Chriſtt« King 
ad [an World, That the Papiſis had not before this horrible deſign, the leaſt Jane. S 
* It [colour of any diſcontest from him : that he had ſo far ſuſpended penalties, Works, 
10g land abated therigorons execution of Laws againſt them, to ſuch @ degree, Pe 2554 
ne [os gave great ſuſpicion to bis beſt SubjeFs, who told bim mhat would be 
the fruit of all bis kindneſs to them. Nay, he ſaith, they grew to that height 
ne [of pride in confidence of his mildneſs, as tbey dia direBly expe@, and aj- 

I | ſyredly promiſe to: themſelves liberty of Conſcience, and equality with his 

2 of lother Subjefts-in all things : that be bad ſhewn particular Favours to many 

4 itt | of them, gave thews free acceſs to him, eaſed thew of their payments, ſel | 

the | their Prieſts at liberty, granted a general pardon to them after convition« 

Julf | Ncw after all this, what colour or pretence in the World can there be 

POl | to ſay, that, onely diſcontent and deſpsir brought theſe men toit ? O, 

| bat it might however be.the:cunning of a great Miniſter" of State; to draw 

09 | few Gentlemenand others into ſuch” a Plot. \ This 1 know--1s- ſuggelted 

c and believed -by.ſome, who think it a fine thing to'talk out of the com-- 

* ®*[ mon, road, and. tobe thought more «kilful in Myſteries of State than os 

\. | ther men, But-I, would fain underſtand from whence they . derive this 

P'©* | profound intelligenceat ſuch'a diſtance: of years. If King *James may 

tors be believed, if; the Popiſh Hiſtorians and Apologiſts at that- time- may | 

| | becredited, there was not the leaſt intimation given,either by the AFors 

«51 or Sufferers, from abroad or at home of any ſuch thing. Was not the 

| World ſufficiently; alarm'd at the news of this dangerous and: unparal- 

S 10] ltd: Conſpiracy 2? Were not men very inquiſitive into all the particu- / 

lars? and thoſe of the Church of ——_ eſpecially the Jeſ#its concerned 
ES in. 
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in point of honour to wipe off the ſtain from themſelves,' and: to call 
_ theodium of It ona great Miniſter of State ? Were not two of the Jed, 
ſuits who were conſcious of the plot, preferred afterwards at Rome? 
and how many writings came from thence about it ? and yet not on 
| man diſcovered the leaſt ſuſpicion of any fuch thing. If they go on inf 
| this way without the leaſt ſhadow of proof to lay the tontr;vance' off 
4 this Plot on a profeſſed proteSFant # for all that I know ,, by thenext age, 
they may hope to perſwade men , thatit was a Plot of Proteſtants to 
& | blow up a Popiſh King and Parliament. RET 


.; Principles of their Religion to undertake fuch a deſign.” CAnd Pllo+; 
Apol. ſtratmm contends that the murder of Dowitian ought rather to be at: 
tributed to the dodtrine of Appollonius than to the hands of Stephan 
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ſpiracy. After this, it's evident by manifeſt proofs , and Garmetts own 
confeſſion under his-hand: , that he and other Jeſwits did underſtand the; 
particulars of the Plot 3 and Theſmond another Feſwit , and he diſcour- | 


2, That they had all their motives and: .encouragemeants from* the 
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as much as Sixt#s the Fifth did in the murther of Hexry the Third off 
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